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Introduction  

The aim of this booklet is to introduce you to Kielder Primary School and 

Nursery and provide information about the school and its organisation. 

You can find out about the history of the school on our website: 

www.kielderPrimaryschool.org.uk, where you will also find current policies, 

curriculum documentation, dates and a gallery of photographs.  

We welcome visits at any time. Please phone 01434 250257, contact us through 

our website, or email admin@kielder.northumberland.sch.uk.  

We are a Primary school with a Nursery. We take children in Nursery from the 

term after their 2nd birthday and children begin in reception in the September 

after their 4th birthday. For admissions applications for Nursery please ask at 

school or for Reception ask school or visit 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=2313.  

If you have any questions or would just like to come and look around please get 

in touch.  

We take the health and wellbeing of our children very seriously and children are 

all treated as individuals.  When a child first enters the building in the morning, 

we are able to talk to them and talk to parents and carers.  In Early Years we can 

assess children against the Leuven Scale, however every member of staff’s in 

depth knowledge of each child is invaluable when making sure every child feels 

happy, safe, secure and ready to learn. 

We have an ‘open door’ policy, meaning that parents or carers are usually able to 

speak to a member of staff when they drop their child off in the morning or 

when they pick up. If a longer chat is needed, an appointment can be made.  
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Our School Aims  

We hope that children leave us with:  

• independence and a confidence in learning,  

• an enjoyment of learning and being challenged,  

• experience of excellent teaching and a wide range of  opportunities,  

• a knowledge of how to build relationships,  

• awareness and an appreciation of the world around them,  

• skills that will prepare them for life.  

Above all, we hope all our children are happy, secure and feel that they have 

achieved their best.  
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Safeguarding Statement  

Kielder Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers 

to share this commitment.  

We aim to keep all children safe and to work with parents, carers and others 

to do so. We have clear policies and procedures in place to help us to protect 

children. Please see our Safeguarding Policy for more information.  

We follow the Keeping Children Safe in Education document - 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads

/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf 

The Designated Person for Safeguarding is Fay Hartland.  

 

Children with individual needs  

We consider that all children have individual needs and one advantage of being 

a small school is we are able to cater for everyone. Children are routinely taught 

with the group that is undertaking the most appropriate work. The children 

happily move from one classroom to another in order to access what they need, 

both in terms of teaching and resources.  

Where children require additional support, this can be working with the 

Teaching Assistant or sometimes enlisting the support of the LIST team (Local 

inclusion support team). They can offer support to school to assist us with 

providing every child with the best possible opportunities.  

Please visit our website – www.KielderPrimary.org.uk to read about our core 

offer. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
http://www.kielderprimary.org.uk/


6 
 

School Organisation  

Children are taught in three classrooms that are organised broadly into 

Nursery and Reception and year 1 in two adjoining rooms, and years 2, 3, 4 and 

5 in a third classroom. Organisation can vary, with children being taught in the 

classroom that best suits them. For instance, children may work with some 

children in the morning and a different set of children in the afternoon. This 

ensures children make the best possible progress and that they are accessing 

work that is most suitable for them. The small number of children enables us to 

teach children to their individual requirements.  

We benefit from large classrooms and additional rooms where children can 

choose to work individually or can be taught in groups.  
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Our school day  

The school day begins at 8.50. Children are expected to be in the yard for the 

bell to ring at this time.  

We have morning break at 10.30 – 10.45, this includes time for a drink and 

snack.  

Lunch is from 12.00 – 1.00  

School finishes at 3.00. 

 

Snacks and lunchtimes  

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 benefit from the Government’s School 

Fruit and Vegetable Scheme (SFVS). Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 are given the 

choice of bringing their own fruit to school for snack time, or school will 

purchase this for a small contribution.  

We are very lucky to have our own kitchen and cook. Our lunches are delicious 

and nutritious and all children choose to have a school lunch every day. Dinner 

money is payable weekly on a Monday. If you think your child may be entitled 

to Free School Meals please visit https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals, 

or if you do not have internet access, please ask school.  

We follow the National Food Schools Standards and further information 

can be found here: http://www.childrensfoodtrust.org.uk/childrens-food- 

trust/schools/school-food-standards/  

 

 

 

http://www.childrensfoodtrust.org.uk/childrens-food-%20trust/schools/school-food-standards/
http://www.childrensfoodtrust.org.uk/childrens-food-%20trust/schools/school-food-standards/


8 
 

If your child has food allergies, intolerances or a special diet we will make 

every reasonable effort to cater for these. Please read statement on our 

website:  

https://kielderfirstschool.etinu.net/kielderfirstschool/documents/0071

35.pdf  

 

Attendance  

Good attendance is very important for children’s learning and development. 

Schools are required by law to take steps to maintain good levels of attendance.  

What is good attendance? Pupils are required to attend school on 190 days 

each year. Satisfactory attendance is when pupils attend school for at least 96% 

of the possible sessions. Good attendance would be when they attend between 

97% and 100% of all sessions.  

REMEMBER 10 days absence over a school year, whatever the reason, will 

take attendance to below 96%  

Why is good attendance important? Research shows that any absence at all 

can have an impact on a child’s learning. Children who miss a lot of school are 

likely to fall behind with their learning and they can achieve at a lower level 

than they should. They may also have difficulty with friendships. Apart from 

occasional illness, there are very few reasons why any child should need to 

miss school.  

Authorised absence due to illness  

We will authorise absence where children are not well enough to attend 

school. Guidance is available on request about infectious diseases. In all cases 

of illness, parents are asked to telephone the school on the first day of 

absence, before 8.30 am. Where a child has frequent absences due to illness, 

we may need to seek medical evidence.  
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If a child has been sick or had diarrhoea, please do not send your child 

back to school until 48 hours after the last bout. This helps prevent the 

bug spreading.  

 

Holidays in term time  

These are one of the biggest factors in maintaining good attendance for the 

whole school and the law requires us to take steps to ensure that they are only 

ever taken in truly exceptional circumstances.  

Since September 2013 we have no longer used Holiday Forms. If you need to 

request leave of absence for your child during term time, you should write a 

letter to the headteacher explaining why you need the leave. You will be asked 

to make an appointment to come in and discuss it.  

Authorisation for leave during term time will only be given in very exceptional 

circumstances, for example, serious illness, significant family trauma or difficult 

circumstances within the family.  
 

School Uniform 

 
We expect all children to wear our school uniform which is easily accessible and 

realistically priced.  It consists of the following:  

 
• Black or grey pinafore, skirt or trousers  

• A white polo shirt  

• A red cardigan or sweatshirt with the school logo. These are 

priced at £10 each and need to be ordered through school. They 

are important when the children are on school trips, but also help provide a 

sense of community and belonging when the children are in school.  

• Sensible, well-fitting shoes suitable for playing outside.  
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PE Kit  

• Logo T Shirt (provided by school) 

• Black shorts  

• PE shoes and/or trainers  

Hair should be tied back where necessary and children should not wear any 

jewellery including stud earrings.  

PE kits should be in school every day.  

 

 

Our curriculum  

Early Years  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the statutory framework that sets 

the standards that all Early Years providers must meet to ensure that children 

learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and 

learning to ensure children are ready for school and gives children the broad 

range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future 

progress through school and life.  

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/a006

8102/early-years-foundation-stage-eyfs  

At Kielder Primary School, we are able to treat every child as an individual 

and are well aware that children begin school at very different stages of 

development both in terms of their social and emotional needs and their 

learning. Each child is assessed when they start in Nursery and Reception so 

we can plan how to support them and ensure they make the best progress.  
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The areas of learning in Early Years are:  

• communication and language  

• physical development  

• personal, social and emotional development  

• literacy  

• mathematics  

• understanding the world; and  

• expressive arts and design.  

Our Early Years Brochure provides more information on these areas. This is 

available on our website.  

 

 

National Curriculum  

Children in from Years 1 – 6 are taught the requirements of the National 

Curriculum. A new Primary National Curriculum was implemented in 

September 2014. Please see  

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/curriculum/nation

alcurri culum2014  for more information.  

We teach the curriculum through a selection of whole school topics. This is 

being developed into a three year rolling programme so that repetition is 

avoided, while allowing children to build on previous knowledge and skills. 

For example:  

 

 



12 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
2018/19 Space Travel – 

Neil 
Armstrong to 
Tim Peake 

Dinosaurs The Great Fire 
of London 

2019/20 A Visit to the 
Wall 

How can we 
help the 
planet? 

An Iron Man 

2020/21 An Anglo 
Saxon 
Invasion 

What can we 
hear? 

Victorian Life 

Our topics are chosen through the necessity to offer a balanced curriculum, while 

basing them around children’s interests and current opportunities. The 

Destination Outer Space topic was chosen, for example, to exploit children's 

interests in Tim Peake.  

We encourage children to bring items in to school related to the current topic. 

This gives children the opportunity to talk to others about their interests and 

encourages speaking and listening skills.  

Where possible curriculum subjects are taught through topics and grouped 

together in the same way as the Early Years Curriculum.  
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Literacy, Communication and Language  

 
This includes reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children are taught 

phonics through the Read, Write Inc. scheme. Children begin by learning 

individual sounds, they then learn to blend sounds, reading books that contain 

the sounds they are learning. Writing and spelling develops from this knowledge. 

We use Oxford Reading Tree as a basis for our reading alongside reading books 

designed to be used with the Read, Write, Inc. scheme. Children are given many 

opportunities to practise their skills through extended, creative writing, often 

based around the current topic or within other curriculum areas. We have 

introduced ‘The Power of Reading’ scheme to support reading and writing. 

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofreading 

 

 

 

 

Children are encouraged to read a wide range of texts and to continue to read 

aloud at home even when fluent. This is important to develop understanding of 

what they are reading. We visit Kielder Library weekly and undertake a wide 

range of reading activities. Discussing what they are reading with other members 

of the class and adults, encourages good speaking and listening skills.  
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Mathematics  

 
We aim to ensure that children are confident when using basic mathematical 

skills. Much of the work, particularly in the early years, is practical. We work 

outside when we can. There is an emphasis on basic mathematical principles, 

mental calculations and problem solving. The children work individually or in 

groups according to need and ability. A variety of resources and equipment are 

used and games and computer programmes are used to consolidate learning. We 

use Numicon and Abacus maths schemes to help support teaching and learning.  

 

 

Science  

 
In science, children learn to observe, explore 

and ask questions about living things, materials 

and processes. From Early Years they learn to 

think about what might happen and make 

predictions. We make use of local resources 

such as the forest, ponds and the observatory 

and travel further afield.  

We visit Museums and the seaside. We also 

invite visitors in to support our teaching and 

learning. The children discuss and evaluate evidence and consider whether tests 

or comparisons are fair. As they get older, they use reference books and the 

internet to find out more about scientific ideas. They learn to write about their 

investigations and increasingly using scientific language, drawings, charts and 

tables. We try to relate science to children’s interests and existing knowledge.  
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Foundation Subjects 

To ensure we track progression in our mixed age classes, we identify gaps in 

children’s learning, knowledge and understanding, through regular discussion 

between all members of staff.  We also incorporate attainment targets into 

termly planning.  This allows every child to achieve their potential and check 

they have covered, at least, National Curriculum requirements, by the end of each 

key stage.   

History and Geography  

Throughout our history and geography 

topics, we aim to foster an interest in the 

environment and events that happened in 

the past. This begins with what happens 

locally and extends to our impact and how 

things have changed. The remoteness of 

our school means it is vitally important 

for all the children to begin to gain an 

understanding of how different people 

live now and did so in the past. We 

arrange visits to expand the children’s 

learning and put it in a wider context. Our 

Geography curriculum provides 

opportunities for children to learn about 

different cultures .They also learn how to 

use maps and atlases and learn about geographical features.  
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Design Technology (DT)  

 
We aim to give children a wide experience 

of making things. They are encouraged to 

generate designs, plan and make, and 

evaluate their finished product.  

 

Activities include cooking, textiles, 

construction kits, sheet materials, found 

materials, electricity, levers and 

structures. We particularly like to use 

materials that would otherwise have been thrown away.  

 

 

Computing  

 
Throughout their time at KielderPrimary School children are taught about how 

to stay safe when using technology. They are given opportunities to use a variety 

of I.T. equipment and software. These include using the computer as a word 

processor, handling data and using I.T. to explore real and imaginary situations. 

Use of iPads and interactive screens help broaden experience of what technology 

can be used for. The children are able to learn 

simple programming skills through online 

programmes and our robots, called Dash and Dot.  

 

 

 



17 
 

Religious Education and SMSC  

 
In November 2014, the Department for Education (DfE) issued “Promoting 

fundamental British values as part of SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural) 

development in schools”. Although these values are an integral part of the ethos 

of our school, RE can provide a further platform for re-enforcing what the 

Government cite as 'British Values' :  

 

• democracy;  

• the rule of law;  

• individual liberty;  

• mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

and for those without faith.  

 

We provide children with the opportunity of learning about a variety of different 

religions and cultures. This leads to understanding and tolerance of different 

lifestyles.  We follow Northumberland County Council’s Agreed Syllabus.  

 

 

Art  

 
Throughout the school children are encouraged to 

experience work in art as individuals and in groups. 

These experiences include observational work, 

using media to express feelings and design work. 

Children are encouraged to consider pattern and 

texture, colour matching, line and tone, and use of 

shape and space in two and three dimension. 

Children are also introduced to the work of artists, craftspeople and designers. We 

look for opportunities to participate in projects to provide children with a wide 

range of experiences - for instance the START project that provides funding for 

artists coming to school, theatre visits, and visiting exhbitions. 
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Music  

Children are given 

opportunities throughout their 

first school life to perform, 

compose, listen to and appraise 

music from a variety of times 

and cultures. All children are 

encouraged to enjoy pitched 

and non-pitched percussion 

instruments. We have specialist 

input from the Schools Music 

Service.  We also participate in 

projects such as The Big Sing . 
 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development and 

Health Education 

  
This area of the curriculum is a fundamental part of school life. Where specific 

lessons are taught, they deal with real life social and economic issues affecting 

children & young people, their families and communities.  

 

PSHE develops the knowledge, understanding and skills young people need to 

manage their lives, now and in the future. Children also learn how to look after 

themselves, how to develop friendships and where to go for help if they need it.   

We follow the PSHE Association’s curriculum and also welcome input from 

Operation Encompass - The Next Steps.  We have also introduced the 

Government’s RSE curriculum. 
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Physical Development  

 

This covers sports, gymnastics, swimming and dance. We aim to improve the 

children’s skills in a wide variety of activities to enable children to be good team 

members and to play fairly, and to educate them for healthy living. We have a 

variety of Sports Specialists that come into school to teach specific skills. We also 

participate in partnership tournaments and festivals and host an annual 

gymnastics competition.  

  

The school has a large hall so that a wide variety of physical education can take 

place all the year round.  

 

We have achieved the Gold Sports Award for three consecutive years. 
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After school clubs  

 
We offer a variety of after school activities. Some examples of these are recorder 

club, ICT club, RE club, gardening and cookery club. They usually run in blocks of 

6 weeks in order to give children a wide choice. We run a weekly Change for Life 

club where children are encouraged to eat healthily and participate in daily 

exercise with their families.  

 

We welcome parents and carers to volunteer to run clubs. 

 

 

Community  

 
Although our priority is always the education and safeguarding of our children, 

we are happy for the hall to be used for outside groups. 

 

Many groups use the facilities within the building, including badminton, the Parish 

Council and the Kielder Community Association.  

 

We encourage visitors into school and often have input from charities that talk to 

the children about their work.  Events take place such as charity coffee afternoons, 

dances, social evenings, bingo and whist drives. The School building also contains 

Kielder Library.   

 

Thank you for reading about our School. 

 

 

 

 

 


